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The herd book of the Canadian Galloway Association
has three sections –

Animals registered in the three sections are treated as
three distinct “breeds.”
Each of the three breeds occur in three colours,
Black, dUn, or Red
Section i: Galloway
Section ii: Belted Galloway
Section iii: White Galloway

24 Eastern Galloway report
26 A Breeder’s…Veterinary Perspective

The Canadian Galloway Association herd Book
contains all registered Canadian Galloways, Belted
Galloways and White Galloways up to 2002. to obtain
copies, contact the Secretary, Canadian Galloway
Association.

28 Alberta Galloway Association report
30 Beef research

For a more detailed explanation please contact the
Secretary, Canadian Galloway Association. The
Canadian Galloway Association herd Book is for sale.

Tattoo Letters

Prices are as follows...
hSt and Shipping extra

2012 - Z
2013 - A
2014 - B
2015 - C

Volume 1
Volume 2
Volume 3
Volume 4

P.o.A.
P.o.A.
$5.00
$5.00

Volume 5
Volume 6
Volume 7
Volume 8

$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$75.00

Volume 3 thru 8 set: $150.00

A.I.
Collected Sires
Breeders are urged to obtain a copy of the A.i. and E.t.
Published By:

4-3342 Millar Avenue,
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7G9
306-933-4200
todayspublishing.com

regulations of the Association from the Secretary,
Canadian Galloway Association.
A list of the A.i. collected sires is available. Users of
Galloway, Belted Galloway or White Galloway semen
intending to register progeny may require a semen
certificate for registration.
nOte: The owners may have restrictions on the sale
and use of Semen Certificates.
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Meet Your

Canadian Galloway Association 2014-2015 Directors
Brian Robertson, President
tri-r-Way Galloways, Clearwater, Alberta
i grew up in Phelpston, ontario and my interest
and introduction to Galloway cattle was
influenced by my parents and grandfather. i raise
purebred Galloway and Angus Cattle. Just this fall
i purchased my own ranch in Clearwater County,
Alberta. i’m looking forward to expanding our
Galloway herd. My family has been raising Galloways for nearly 30 years
primarily blacks and some reds.
Marie Blake, Vice President
Sunrise Galloways, Listowel, ontario
Manager of Suncrest Galloways, Listowel,
ontario. My family and i raise our Galloways in
Listowel, ontario. We enjoy showing our
Galloways in many different places. My girls are
involved with the junior shows around our
area and showing off their Galloways! “hopefully
the juniors can get things done today!”
Simon Legace , Executive Secretary
Ferme du rapide SENC. St-hyacinthe, Quebec
i bought the 150 acres family farm in 1985 with
a herd of herefords and enlarged the size of the
farm to 400 acres of soybeans and wheat. in 1997
i bought my first belted Galloway and since then
i have been keeping a small herd of 20 belted
Galloway cows.
Bob Airth, Director
Walking A ranches, DeWintin, Alberta
i own Walking A ranches Ltd. and register under
the Galair herdname. We started raising black
Galloways in 1946 and white Galloways in 1966.
James Kurz, Director
Greenway Galloways, Drayton Valley, Alberta
We keep ‘hair’itage Galloway cattle for their
hardiness and forage converting capabilities
under the “Gaia” herd name on our rocky
Mountain foothills ranch.
Steve Schweer, Director
Alberta Plaid Galloway, red Deer, Alberta
raising predominantly red registered Galloway
cattle.

Jim King, Director
Chickadee Farm, innisfail, Alberta
raising red and black registered Galloway cattle.

Ron Black, Secretary-Treasurer
ron recently retired from CLrC but maintains
his association with Canadian Galloways.

President’s Message

hello fellow Galloway breeders and enthusiasts, i would like to
share with you some of the activities within the Canadian Galloway
Association (CGA) over the past year. once again variable weather has
presented challenges to the Canadian agricultural industry. This past
winter was longer than the previous year, leading into a damper and
cooler spring. This resulted into a delayed seeding and later turn out to
pasture, and a late start to haying season. As farmers and producers we
find a way to overcome obstacles and make do with what we are given.
Cattle prices have been on a steady incline since last January and most
producers are making a profit whether it is on calves, yearlings, cows or
bulls. Feed grain prices are lower and easier for feedlot producers to feed
cattle and make a profit. hopefully this trend will continue and provide
more good years like the one we just had. March, November and
December of 2014 we saw these same higher prices in a few purebred
Galloway sales that were held by Alberta Plaid & Guests Galloway Sale,
Genuine Genetics Galloway Sale and the CGA one Shot Semen sale;
showing that there is still demand for purebred Galloway cattle.
The Eastern Canadian Galloway members have been busy exhibiting
their cattle at various fall fairs like Erin, Acton, and rockton, just to
name a few, as well as junior shows and trade shows. The Western
Canadian Galloway members participated in private bull and female
sales, the Canadian Bull Congress and a few breeders displayed cattle at
Farm Fair international, Edmonton. CGA members who participate in
these events all help promote the Galloway breed and are always willing
to share their experience with the cattle, the benefits and attributes to
the Galloway breed.
Membership has increased with most of our newly added breeders
residing in Alberta or ontario. in addition to new members, we have
also seen an increase in the number of cattle registered and transferred
which seems to be a result of the associations newly adopted fee
schedule for registrations and transfers. This year we held our Annual
Meeting in Stratford, ontario combined with farm tours to Cranberry
hill Galloways, Brad and Colleen Card’s, Chris and Yvonne Schaap’s,
Suncrest & Sunrise Galloways, Greg and Marie Blake’s, Glenfiddich
Galloways, the Mcilwraith family and Bev Burtis’s operations. Great
hospitality, a shared common interest and Galloway enthusiasts led to a
good time had by all.
The CGA had made a goal early this year to try and update our image.
July we launched our new look with a new website with content and
information managed by the association to keep things current and
up to date. So please feel free to check it out and let us know what you
think. www.galloway.ca
The association’s leadership goal is to promote Galloway benefits to
both commercial and pure bred cattle producers. hopefully we will
recruit more new members and have more Galloway genetics in cattle
operations.
i would like to thank all the breeders who have chosen to support the
2015 Galloway Advance by advertising your farm business. Not only
will you receive a professional magazine but you will also be posted
on our new website. i would also like to wish everyone success and
prosperity in the year to come.
Brian robertson
President CGA

Canadian Galloway Advance 2015 6

Canadian Galloway Advance 2015 7

This year

the Australian
Belted Galloway
Association
celebrates
40 years of
existence. The
Association was
founded in 1975
as the Australian Belted Galloway Cattle
Breeders Association Inc. Its first President
was Mr Heithersay of the Uganda Stud
in South Australia. The initial secretariat
was the RA&H South Australia based in
Adelaide. The Association initially had
many South Australian breeders and from
there expanded into all Australian States
and Territories apart from the Northern
Territory.
The style of animal has changed
significantly over the past 40 years.
Breeders have been conscious of the need
to produce an animal which fits well into
the mainstream cattle market. They have
been constantly improving the breed
through selective genetics. More and more
we have breeders supplying restaurants,
farmers markets and direct selling their

beef. We have lots of positives but as
always there are some areas in our Society
we can improve.Perhaps our greatest
challenge is the unpredictable nature
of our climate. This year has seen the
northern areas of Australia struggle with
severe drought and although southern
Australia has not had the severe drought
of the northern areas there have been areas
which have not fared so well.
There have been some famous studs in
Australia which have now dispersed such
as Midfern. Many breeders, if they traced
their animals back, would find Midfern
blood lines in their herd. Other early studs
are still going. These include Belmont
Park, Cumbria, Carinya and my own stud
of Longfield. The breed has a secure future
in Australia with increasing membership
both junior and commercial, increasing
inventory numbers and more Studs are
starting each year.
Whilst there are three Associations in
Australia registering Belted Galloway
the ABGA is the leading Association
in this country which registers Belted
Galloway cattle and will continue to
be so in the future. It is the dedication
Canadian Galloway Advance 2015 8

and hard work of the breeders that
produce such wonderful specimens of
the breed. Our members work hard at
promoting the breed and particularly
the meat qualities, through showing at
the various Royal shows throughout
Australia, by participating in hoof and
hook competitions with success that is the
envy of the major breeds. Having travelled
overseas and seen Belted Galloways in
their native Scotland and other countries,
I can say with confidence that the Belted
Galloway produced in Australia is the
equal of any in the world.
In 2018 Adelaide, Australia will be hosting
the World Galloway Conference and we
look forward to welcoming Canadian
breeders and showing off our animals
and our beautiful land. Of course, our
welcome is not limited to 2018 so should
you be thinking of coming to Australia at
any time, please do not hesitate to contact
either myself or our Association who can
put you in contact with breeders in any
State you may be visiting.
Ian Marjason | President, Australian Belted
Galloway Association Inc
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CGA Executive

In 2014, Galloway breeders
throughout Canada were so busy
selling their animals due to a very
strong demand, that the association
has been pretty quiet! In January
we had a few breeders; Cranberry
Hill, Glenfiddich, Suncrest and Sun
Rise Galloways who went to show at
the National Western stock show in
Denver, USA, capturing the large part
of the best awards there.

The annual meeting was held in
Ontario in July but the attendance of
Galloway breeders was disappointing.
However we need to thank the Cards,
Blakes, McIlwraiths, Schaaps and
Burtis’s for their time and involvement
organizing the tour. From the meeting
errupted a new young president, Brian
Robertson, who’s bringing along with
his young age, enthusiasm, new ideas
but still a vast experience in the cattle
and Galloway business. Marie Blake
was named vice president. Also, Jim

Report

King will be our new representative at
the Beef Breed Council.

In September, the CGA was well
represented at the World Galloway
Conference in Germany, and the
Canadian breeders who were there
are going to receive financial help for
their presence, thanks to Bob Airth
and the National Beef Breeds Council.
Later in the fall the CGA, with Brian
Robertson acting as chairman,
organized an online semen sale of
10 bulls that the CGA own semen
on. Some of these bulls represent old
bloodlines and now the Canadian
breeders can benefit by bringing
back some of the best genetic traits
from the last 30 years. The sale was a
success and a $5000 profit was made
out of it. In the future we would like
to get more activities from the Sask
Man area. We did not have a National
show in 2014.
The Alberta
Galloway
Association is
going to hold the
annual meeting
in 2015. More
details to come
from the AGA.
We are hoping
that many of the
140 members of
the association
are going to
participate.

En 2014 les éleveurs Galloway de
partout au Canada était tellement
occupé à vendre leurs sujets que
les activités de l’association ont été
assez discrètes. En janvier quelques
éleveurs sont allés exposer leur
Galloway au National western stock
show de Denver où ils ont gagnés la
plupart des meilleurs prix. L’assemblée
annuelle a eu lieu en Ontario en
juillet and nous devons remercier les
familles Cards, Blakes, McIlwraith,
Schaap & Burtis pour leur temps et
dévouement à nous divertir, malgré
cela la participation à l’assemblée fut
décevante. De l’assemblé est issu un
nouveau président Brian Robertson
qui apporte avec son jeune âge,
des nouvelles idées, enthousiasme
et malgré sa jeunesse une vaste
expérience dans l’élevage. Marie Blake
a été nommée vice présidente. Aussi
Jim King sera le nouveau représentant
de la CGA au National Beef Breed
Council. En septembre nous étions
bien représentés à la conférence
mondiale Galloway qui avait lieu en
Allemagne. Les participants de la cga
recevront bientôt une aide financière
pour y avoir participé, merci à Bob
Airth et au Beef Breed Council. Plus
tard en automne avec Brian Robertson
en charge l’association organisa une
vente virtuelle de semence de taureau
que l’association possédait. Plus d’une
douzaine de taureaux représentant
les meilleurs traits génétiques des 30
dernières années ont trouvé preneurs
et la CGA s’en sortit avec un profit de
$5000. Pour le futur nous aimerions
avoir plus de membres actifs à la
Sask Man association et nous n’avons
malheureusement pas eu de show
National en 2014.Pour 2015 l’Alberta
Galloway association s’occupe
d’organiser l’assemblée annuelle
et nous espérons une meilleure
participation de la part des 140
membres de l’association.
Simon Lagacé - Sec. exé.
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Suncrest Farms Galloways

SALtEr/BLAKE FAMiLY
Blacks, duns and silvers
44567 line 86 RR 1
listowel, On
n4W 3g6
Phone: 519-291-5466
suncrestfarm@cyg.net
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World Galloway Conferences

					

In 1997, the Canadian Galloway
Association hosted a meeting of World
Galloway breeders in Calgary, Canada
to float the idea of establishing a World
Galloway Conference event. At this
meeting Ole Grubbe, invited Galloway
and Belted Galloway breeders from
around the world to Germany the
following year.
The following year, in Alsfeld, Germany
the first World Galloway meeting was
held, hosted by the German Galloway
Association. At this meeting it was agreed
to host a World Galloway meeting every
two years. Two delegates from each
Member Association voted to appoint
the President and Secretary for the
next two years and to accept invitations
from Galloway and Belted Galloway
associations to host future conferences.
The following associations have since
hosted the World Galloway Conference:
2000
The Belted Galloway Society of
UK – held in June at the Royal Highland
Show, Edinburgh
2002
Australian Galloway Association
– held in February at the Royal Canberra
Show
2004
American Galloway Breeders
Association – held in September at the
World Beef Expo, Milwaukee
Austrian Galloway Association –
2006
held in September in Wells, Austria
2008
Galloway Cattle Society of New
Zealand – held in March in Auckland
Denmark Galloway Association
2010
– held September in Braedstrup
Canadian Galloway Association
2012
– held in September in Guelph, Ontario
German Galloway Association –
2014
held in September in Wildeshauser

a meeting of Galloway and

Belted Galloway breeders from around the world

The 2014 World Galloway Conference
was hosted by the German Galloway
Association and was held in September
2014. It was attended by Galloway
breeders from Austria, Australia, Canada,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
France, Germany, Holland, Lithuania,
Luxemburg, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Russia, Switzerland, UK, Uruguay and
USA.

in August 2016 and will be based at
Gretna House Hotel. Details as they are
finalized will be circulated to all Galloway
and Belted Galloway Associations. For
information concerning the 2016 World
Galloway Conference, please contact the
Host Association – The Galloway Cattle
Society of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland – Dorothy Goldie – info@
gallowaycattlesociety.co.uk

The conference commenced with a meet
and greet evening, followed the next day
by the formal part of the conference where
participants had the opportunity to hear
from all the Galloway and Belted Galloway
associations report on their activities over
the past couple of years. Georg Menke
also presented the Conference with a new
marketing brochure which the German
Galloway Association has published.

2018
Australian Belted Galloway
Association, at the Royal Adelaide Show
in September 2018.

With the formal part completed, we
were kept busy visiting eleven Galloway
herds, eating, visiting beautiful old cities,
touring very old wine cellars, eating,
walking through a farmers market,
watching horse riding presentations,
eating, listening to horn blowing and
yet more eating and drinking over the
next four days. The hospitality provided
by the German Galloway breeders was
absolutely amazing. The organization of
the conference was planned to perfection
by Georg and Marie Luise Menke and
Karl-Ludwig and Josefine Von Hollen.
The following associations will host the
World Galloway Conferences:
The 2016 World Galloway Conference
will be hosted by the Galloway Cattle
Society of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland with support from the Belted
Galloway Cattle Society. It will be held
Canadian Galloway Advance 2015 12

2020
Belted Galloway Society of USA,
in Louisville, Kentucky during the North
American International Livestock Expo
which is usually held in November.
The World Galloway Conferences
provide an opportunity for breeders to
share information with other breeders,
source genetics to be imported/exported
and renew or make new friendships.
Most conferences include one day of
presentations from member associations
and some speakers from the local beef
industry. This is then followed by herd
visits and/or cattle shows and local places
of interest.
I am the Secretary of the World Galloway
Conference, and am originally from
Gatehouse of Fleet, Scotland and am now
living in Australia. I have attended all the
World Galloway Conferences, including
the first meeting in Canada in 1997.
Please contact me if you need assistance
regarding contacts from around the globe.

Jane Bradley

jane@globex-au.com
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Galloway Cattle Society

once again the Galloways in the UK
have had another good year. Galloways
are very much in demand, with nearly
100% clearance at all of the three sale
centres and have had much success in
the show ring which included Champion
of Champions awards and also winning
the prestigious Queen’s Mother Cup (for
best native) at royal Smithfield Show in
early December.
Shows and Sales are a major part of
our work and our three main events,
which attracts our overseas friends
are Castle Douglas Spring Show and
Sale, royal highland Show and our
National Show; were huge successes,
and below are reports for these events.
it did help that we have had tremoudous
summer weather; the sun shone at all
but one of the shows and made it very
enjoyable experience for both exhibitors

of UK and Ireland – Report 2014.

and spectators. The good weather has
continued as we have had one of the
warmest Septembers on record and a
very mild winter so far. The only down
fall is the price of beef and lamb; we
could do with competitive prices at the
farm gate.
At the AGM, we saw a change at the top
table, Mr Scott McKinnon (Klondyke)
was elected as Chairman, Mr John Finlay
(Blackcraig) as Vice Chairman and Mr
Duncan Maxwell (Ben Lomond) as
Junior Vice Chairman. A well deserved
thank you to outgoing Chairman Mr
Andrew Waugh who had done sterling
job in the past two years.
We are very much looking forward to
seeing you all at the 2016 World
congress. We are in the process of
organizing this event and we are looking

forward to welcoming our friends and
members from around the world to the
many events which include Dumfries
Show on Saturday 6th of August; the
conference on the 7th and farm visits on
Monday the 8th, tuesday the 9th and
Wednesday the 10th. i do hope you will
be able to attend and more information
and invitations will be issued in 2015.
Due to the World congress, we are not
having a National Show in 2015, so if you
would like to come and visit the UK in
2015 please get in touch and we will be
delighted to help plan your trip.
Please keep up-to-date with our news
and reports which are posted on our web
site www.gallowaycattlesociety.co.uk and
our facebook page.

Spring Show and Sale
Wallets Marts Castle Douglas

February 13-14, 2014
Judges: Bulls: Mr David Grant, 8 Netherhall Place, Bridge of Dee, Castle Douglas
heifers: Mr David Cornthwaite, Balgray hill, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
two Year Old champion:
Best Pair of Bulls:
Messrs J, M & D Maxwell – Ben Lomond
J & S ross – Umpire & V-tech of
Glengoyne
romesbeoch
Reserve two Year Old champion:
J & S ross - Umpire of romesbeoch
senior champion:
J & S ross – V –tech of
romesbeoch
Reserve senior champion:
Messrs J & A Finlay – Blackcraig Dec
Junior champion:
Messrs D & M Gall – rannoch of Gall-way
Reserve Junior champion:
Messrs Wallace – Wellington of over
Barskeoch
Male champion:
Messrs J, M & D Maxwell – Ben Lomond
Glengoyne
Reserve Male champion:
J & S ross - Umpire of romesbeoch

Female champion:
Messrs D & M Gall – Lady Silverbell
8th of Gall-way

Female Champion - Messrs D & M Gall
– Lady Silverbell 8th of Gall-way

Reserve Female champion:
Messrs J & A Finlay – Blackcraig Dora
May t410
champion group of 3 Females:
J & S ross, romesbeoch
Reserve champion group of 3 Females:
J & A Finlay, Blackcraig
champion Best Junior steer:
Kilnstown Farms Ltd.

Male Champion - Messrs J, M & D
Maxwell – Ben Lomond Glengoyne

Reserve Best Junior steer:
Kilnstown Farms Ltd.
Best Unled heifer:
Messrs rA McClymont – Perlooie Pat 3rd
Best Pair of Unled heifers:
Messrs rA McClymont - Kirkstead Moss
rose V5 and Kirkstead Nancy V18
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Sale high Seller

Royal Highland

Show

June 19-22, 2014
Judge: Mr Peter hunter Blair, Nether Cleugh, Dalry, Castle Douglas
champion Medal, dr William heughan Memorial trophy,
The dr gillespie Memorial challenge trophy and cash prize
for Breed champion:
J & A Finlay, Blackcraig - Blackcraig Noreen t423
Rosette for Best Junior Female
J & S ross, romesbeoch - Beauty C1437 of romesbeoch
Rosette for Best Junior Bull
J & S ross, romesbeoch - Windsor of romesbeoch (Et)
Junior champion Prize of £25, Rosette for Best Junior
animal:
J & S ross, romesbeoch - Beauty C1437 of romesbeoch
Rosette for Reserve Junior animal:
J & A Finlay, Blackcraig - Blackcraig Adelaide U484 (Et)
The Francis gourlay galloway cattle society Memorial
challenge cup, Rosette for Best Female:
J & A Finlay, Blackcraig - Blakcraig Noreen t423

Rosette for Best Reserve Bull:
J & S ross, romesbeoch - Windsor of romesbeoch (Et)
Bronze Medal for Breeder of Best Bull:
Klondyke Farms, Shancastle, Moniaive, Thornhill
Rosette for herdsman in charge of Best animal:
iain Finlay, Blackcraig
Rosette for best animal Bred by exhibitor:
J & A Finlay, Blackcraig
The Reid- Walker Perpetual challenge bowl for best group,
consisting of one Bull and two Females all being the
property of one exhibitor:
J & S ross, romebeoch - Beauty C1437 of romesbeoch, Nerys
1307 of romesbeoch (Et) and Windsor of romesboech
The tordarroch Perpetual challenge trophy for the
exhibitor gaining most points in the galloway classes:
J & S ross, romesbeoch

Rosette for Reserve Female:
J & S ross, romesbeoch - Nerys 1307 of romesbeoch

Champion
J & A Finlay, Blackcraig Blackcraig Noreen t423

The galloway cattle society 100th show Perpetual silver
challenge cup, Rosette for Best Bull:
Klondyke Farms Ltd, Klondyke - Klondyke Solution

Galloway National Show

- Stewartry Show – Castle Douglas

August 7, 2014
Judge: Mr Dennis Gall, Annfield, Millhill, Stirling

Galloways came home and they
Junior champion:
Reserve champion:
did it in style; an outstanding
J & S ross – Nerys 1307 of romesbeoch (Et)
show of Galloways was presented J & S ross – Beauty C1437 of romesbeoch
in front of well-known Galloway Junior Reserve champion:
Overall champion:
veteran Mr Dennis Gall.
J & A Finlay – Blackcraig Vindicator
J & S ross – Nerys 1306 of romesbeoch (Et)
The last and very important job
Male
champion:
of the day for Dennis was judging
Reserve Overall champion:
J & A Finlay - Blackcraig Vidicator
the Young handlers competition; J & A Finlay – Blackcraig Vidicator
after much deliberation he
Reserve Male champion:
Klondyke Farms Ltd – Klondyke Solution
awarded first place and the very
handsome Maxwell trophy to
Female champion:
Beth harvey, Glasgow, second to J & S ross – Nerys 1306 of romesbeoch (Et)
McKenzie ross, romesbeoch and
third to Kirsten Wallace, Fingland.
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Innisfail, AB
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The Canadian

Galloway Association
4-H Program

The CGA will award $50 to each
member completing a project using
a Galloway or Galloway sired animal.
For a Championship in an interclub
show with two or more clubs
participating, there is an additional
award of $100 and for reserve
Championship an additional $50.
our 2014 Young Galloway
Enthusiasts

David MacTaggart

Cole Dotziaf

David Mactaggart
Lacombe, Alberta
David lives on a farm near
Lacombe. David also had a very
successful year with his Galloway 4-h
heifer. The CGA will award David
$50 for his project. Looks good!
hope you choose Galloway again for
2015.

Cole Dotziaf
Leduc, Alberta
This is my first year with a
Galloway steer. i purchased him from
Charlie Weisgerber and named him
Zeus. We had a great 4-h year. Zeus
was super quiet and easy to halter
break. he ate really well and gained
3.54 pounds per day. he just missed
winning ADG by a hair. We placed
fifth in the heavy weight class and i
won second place in showmanship
with him and won Grand Champion
intermediate Grooming with him.
We got to be great friends and it
was pretty sad to see him sell at the
sale. Thank you to the Galloway
Association for their very generous
support to the 4-h Galloway projects.
i’m just starting to build my own
herd of cattle and the cheque from
you association will help a lot with
my expenses.
The CGA will award Cole $50.
Good luck Cole with your herd, hope
you consider Galloway genetics for
your future herd.

James Monteith
James Monteith
Mervin 4-h Beef Club, Saskatchewan
hi my name is James Monteith,
this was my second year in 4-h
and for my heifer project i took
my purebred red Galloway whom i
bought from Alberta Plaid Galloways.
her registered name is Alberta Plaid
Dancey 23A but i called her Fancy. i
plan on taking her back to 4-h next
year as a cow calf pair and to Farm
Fair this fall.
The Canadian Galloway
Association (CGA) will award James
$50 for his project. James also did
attend Edmonton Farm Fair with two
of his Galloways. Great work James
and best of luck with your 2015 4-h
project.

Chad Dotziaf
Chad Dotziaf
Leduc, Alberta
i bought my steer from Charlie
Weisgerber this year. Charlie was
great to work with and a really good
4-h supporter. i named my steer
Murphy and his personality is a lot
like mine. he was always busy and
checking things out. At Achievement
Day, Murphy placed fourth in the
heavy weight class. he was a pen
mate with my brothers steer and our
alternate and he was a good eater.
Murphy gained 3.30 pounds per day.
i really liked having a Galloway steer
this year.
The CGA will award Chad $50.
Great Job Chad! hope you choose
Galloway again for 2015.
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Adele Beaudoin
innisfail, Alberta
Adele also had a Galloway for her
4-h project. The CGA will award
Adele $50.
Ward Marshall
innisfail, Alberta
Ward has a small herd of Galloway
cattle that he started with from
Freeway Galloways, Fred Noad’s
Dispersal sale. Ward has had a few
Galloway 4-h projects, 2014 Ward
had a steer and Cow/calf project. The
CGA will award Ward $100.

Please look for Ward’s quarter
page ad in this Advance and see what
he is selling. Looking forward to
seeing what you select for your 2015
project.

The CGA will award $50 to
Amanda.
Congratulations Amanda on
a great year, hope your 2015 4-h
project is also a Galloway.
Kyle Dodgson
Alberta
Kyle had a Galloway steer and
Championship cow/calf 4-h projects.
The CGA will award $150 to Kyle.
Congratulations Kyle and hope you
are just as successful with your 2015
4-h project.

Amanda Kemble
Amanda Kemble
Alberta
Amanda has been in 4-h for six
years. She first started in the Equine
Club when she was nine years old,
four years ago she decided to move
over to the beef and multi side. her
first year she only did one project
which was Photography. At the big
show that year she helped a lot of the
other members prepare their steers
for the show classes and decided to
try a different breed than any other
of the club members had and with
the help of a friend she was given a
contact to a local Galloway breeder.
When she went to see them she liked
how they looked and some had cool
markings on them. She particularly
liked that they tended to have a lot of
hair which she thought would make
fitting them for show day a much
easier task.
Amanda did well at their club
level achievement day, considering
trevor was a little bit rank on his
first big outing! Achievement day
was a very good training day for her
to help prepare for the big show at
the Stampede Grounds in Calgary.
Walking off the trailer in Calgary
trevor acted like he had been there
a million times. Amanda spent time
bathing, clipping and fitting trevor to
prepare him for his class. it paid off
with a third place for her.

Vicki Blake
Vicki Blake
Listowel, ontario
hi my name is Vicki Blake. This
was my last and final year in 4-h. i
have been in 4-h for 11 years and
have been around cattle all my life
and have thoroughly enjoyed every
moment of it. This year i showed a
yearling heifer Suncrest Apricot, a
dun animal. We started our show
season at London and went after
that to Listowel, harriston, Acton,
Calendonia, Erin, rockton and
ripley. We finished the show season
off at the royal Winter Fair, toronto.
i would like to thank the Galloways
for there continued support through
youth in 4-h. i hope i can continue
with Galloway into the future!
The CGA will award Vickie $50
for her final 4-h project.
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Shelby McIlwairth & Liam Odell
Shelby Mcilwraith
Puslinch, ontario
Shelby showed Glenfiddich
Allison at various shows in
ontario including Junior Beef
Expo in London and Youth Forum
(Champion breeding heifer) in
Markham. Shelby participated
in five 4-h fall shows. Shelby’s
4-h achievement day was held
at rockton Fall Fair and she was
reserve Champion Show Person.
Shelby’s heifer won Championship in
conformation at West Lincoln 4-h
fall show. The CGA will award Shelby
$150.
Liam odell
ontario
Liam is a new Galloway junior
enthusiast and showed Glenfiddich
Beyonce for his 4-h project. Liam
participated in three 4-h fall shows.
Liam’s 4-h achievement day was also
held at rockton Fall Fair and received
reserve Champion in conformation.
The CGA will award Liam $100.
Patti Blake
Listowel, ontario
Patti showed a cross-bred heifer
named tipsy at the Junior Beef
Expo in London and Youth forum in
Markham.

Young Couple shares their new experiences and future plans for
Galloway grass fed beef….

Back in the fall of 2011, Yvonne and i
set out to buy some cows just for fun,
and we stumbled across an ad for two
bred Galloway heifers. to be completely
honest, we had never heard much about
Galloways so we did some research, and
found that they were easy keeping, hardy
and calm cattle. That suited us fine as we
didn’t have much experience with cattle.
We also had only a small shelter and
their winter coats were also a factor that
we considered. We also noted that they
were an excellent choice for grass fed beef
which was merely an idea for the distant
future for us at that time. After going to
look, we decided that they were the cattle
we wanted and we bought them. (Yvonne
wouldn’t leave without them because she
fell in love with their fuzzy ears.) After
having them home for a few months, we
found they were just as advertised and we
started looking for more. We added three
heifers from Kurt McCauley and a bull
from Brad and Colleen Card and we were
off to the races.
That summer proved to be one of
the driest on record and hay prices
skyrocketed. Without any hay fields
of our own, we were worried how we
would afford feed for our growing
herd. We managed to get first cut from
a newly seeded field that was mainly
weeds. Surprisingly to us, that winter the
Galloways ate the vast majority of the
weedy hay without much complaining.
over the next year our herd continued to
grow with additions from the robertsons
and finally we began selling freezer beef
as well. As interest in grass fed beef grew
we decided to focus on the beef and
purchased a pasture farm near Drumbo
in the fall of 2013. With lots of extra grass
we purchased 30 Galloway steers and
wintered them on pasture at our new
farm.
The brutally cold winter we had in
2013/2014 didn’t seem to faze the
stockers or the cows. We have been
happy with average daily gains (ADG’s)
on strictly hay and grass and the beef has
been a hit with our customers as well.
recently we began to supply a small retail
butcher shop with beef, and they have

been excited to continue to sell our beef
into the future.
We plan in the future to continue to raise
and market grass fed Galloway beef,
while also selecting for genetics that excel
on grass. it’s amazing how two cows have
turned into nearly forty over the past few
years, but we have never regretted our
decision to buy those first two.
We were delighted to be a part of the
Eastern Galloway Association tour this
past summer and meet many fellow
breeders. The best part of the Galloway
breed is the people we have met and the
friends we have made over the past few
years and we look forward to meeting
more of you in the future!
retour à l’automne 2011, Yvonne et
j’ai figurant à acheter des vaches juste
pour le plaisir, et nous suis tombé sur
une annonce pour deux génisses race
de Galloway. Pour être complètement
honnête nous avions jamais beaucoup
entendu parler Galloways donc nous
avons fait quelques recherches et trouvé
qu’ils étaient des bovins rustiques,
calmes et faciles a garder. Ca nous
convenait très bien parce que nous
n’avions pas beaucoup experience. on
a aussi considéré que les Galloways on
des bons manteaux d’hiver et qu’on avait
seulement un petit abri. Nous avons
aussi noté qu’il s’agissait d’un excellent
choix pour la viande de nourri à l’herbe
qui était simplement une idée pour
l’avenir lointain pour nous à ce momentlà. Après être allé chercher, nous avons
décidé qu’ils étaient le bétail que nous
voulions et nous avons acheté. (Yvonne
était en amour avec leur oreilles poilu.)
Après avoir leur domicile pendant
quelques mois, que nous avons constaté
qu’ils étaient tout comme promis et nous
avons commencé à chercher plus. Nous
avons ajouté 3 génisses de Kurt McCauley
et un taureau de Brad et Colleen Card
et nous étions en route pour les courses.
Cet été-là a prouvé d’être un des plus
sec sur les prix de l’enregistrement et le
foin monté en flèche. Sans un champ
de foin nous ont inquiété comment
nous donnerait alimentation pour
notre troupeau grandissant. Nous avons
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réussi à obtenir la première coupée
d’un champ nouvellement ensemencé
qui était principalement de mauvaises
herbes. Étonnamment pour nous, cet
hiver les Galloways mangeaient la
grande majorité de cette mauvaise foin
sans beaucoup se plaindre. L’année
prochaine, notre troupeau a continué
de croître avec des ajouts des robertson
et enfin nous a commencé à vendre
le boeuf du congélateur aussi bien.
Comme intérêt de boeuf nourri à l’herbe
grandissait, nous avons décidé de se
concentrer sur la viande bovine et acheté
une ferme d’alpage près de Drumbo à
l’automne 2013. Avec beaucoup d’herbe
supplémentaire, nous avons acheté 30
boeufs Galloway qui on passé l’hiver dans
les pâturages à notre nouvelle ferme.
L’hiver 2013/2014 était tellement froid
pour nous mais pas pour nos Galloways.
Nous avons été heureux avec le sousdirecteur général sur herbe et strictement
de foin et de la viande bovine a été un
succès auprès de nos clients récemment,
nous avons commencé à fournir une
boucherie petit détail avec du boeuf,
et ils ont été très heureux de continuer
à vendre notre boeuf dans le futur. C’
est incroyable comment deux vaches se
sont transformés en près de quarante au
cours des dernières années, mais nous
n’avons jamais regretté notre décision
d’acheter les deux premiers. Nous avons
été ravis de faire partie de la tournée
du Galloway Association Est cette été
dernier et de rencontrer de nombreux
éleveurs. La meilleure partie d\avoir des
bovins de la race Galloway est le peuple
que nous avons rencontré et les amis que
nous avons fait au cours des dernières
années et nous avons hâte de rencontrer
plusieurs d’entre vous à l’avenir!
Submitted by Chris & Yvonne Schaap

Looking for grass fed steers.
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CGA Registration ACTIVITY IN 2014

registration activity in the Canadian
Galloway Association in 2014 is
running at numbers very similar
to those in 2013. to December 15,
there had been a total of 421 animals
registered in 2014. This number
includes 360 solid colour Galloways,
35 Belted Galloways, 15 White
Galloways and 11 Belted Galloway
Appendix animals. of the solid colour
animals, 235 were black, 80 were red
and 45 were dun.

of the total registrations, just under
50% have been from Alberta and 36%
from ontario, with the remaining 15%
coming from the other provinces and
the U.S.A.
The number of transfers is slightly
lower than in 2013, with a total of
215 animals of all types having been
transferred thus far. No animals have
been exported in 2014.
During 2014, Canadian Livestock
records Corporation (CLrC)
made the capability for electronic
registration applications available to
CGA members, and several animals
have now been registered using this
method of application.

The membership in the Association
for 2014 totals 115, including 97 senior
members, 12 associate members and 6
junior members.
in october 2014, i retired from my
position as General Manager of CLrC
after 40 years of service and Mr. Jim
Washer has succeeded me in that
role. i am, however, going to continue
to provide the services of Secretarytreasurer to the Canadian Galloway
Association, and several other breed
associations, on behalf of CLrC.
Submitted by ron Black, Secretarytreasurer

Activité d’enregistrement dans
l’Association Canadienne de Galloway
en 2014 a éxécute à des chiffres très
semblables à ceux en 2013. Au 15
décembre, il y avait eu un total de 421
animaux inscrits en 2014. Ce nombre
comprend 360 couleur unie Galloways,
35 Galloways ceinturée, 15 Galloways
blanc et 11 Galloway ‘Appendix’
ceinturés. Les 360 Galloways de
couleur unie inclus 235 de couleur
noire, 80 rouges et 45 ‘dun.’
Sur l’ensemble des enregistrements, un
peu moins de 50 % ont été de l’Alberta
et 36 % de l’ontario, et 15 % venant
d’autres provinces et des États-Unis

Le nombre de transferts en 2014 est
légèrement inférieur que le nombre
en 2013, avec un total de 215 animaux
de toutes sortes ayant été transférées
jusqu’à présent. Aucuns animaux ont
été exportés en 2014.
En 2014, le Canadian Livestock
records Corporation (SCEA)
on permetté les membres de la
CGA a complété des applications
d’enregistrement électronique, et
plusieurs animaux ont maintenant
été enregistrés par cette méthode
d’application.
L’Association en a 115 membres en
2014,, dont 97 sont des membres
supérieurs, 12 membres associés et 6
membres juniors.
En octobre 2014, je me suis retiré
de mon poste de directeur général
de SCEA après 40 ans de service et
M. Jim Washer m’a réussi dans ce
rôle. Cependant, je vais poursuivre
a continuer d’offrir les services du
Secrétaire-trésorier de l’Association
Canadienne de Galloway et plusieurs
autre race associations, au nom de la
SCEA.
Soumis par ron Black,
Secrétaire-trésorier

est. 1907

Raising the Standard
Kolton Mueller

koltonmue@gmail.com

cell: 403.559.4642
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muellerfarms.ca

PureStock
Country
Farm
The Home of Boughbaron Galloways
Ladywells Springtime 40S
Reg # 225719 DOB May 22, 2006

Powerful daughter of Ladywells
Jetsky 99J from a highly maternal
cow family Pictured with her
2013 heifer, she is the type our
program is built on

Glenkelso Connor

Reg # (AUS) 10453 DOB Sept 18, 1994

We imported Connor semen in 2011
from our good friend Anthony Rowley
of Australia. The first daughters of
Connor calved in 2014 and we feel
these genetics will help improve and
diversify the gene pool here in Canada

We are located in the sunny Kettle
River Valley outside of Rock Creek,
BC. We operate as a natural, beyondorganic farm focused on food production. Our Galloways are raised to be
fertile, tough and hardy, while producing the type of carcass animal that
can finish on grass or be profitable in
the feedlot. We love to have visitors
so feel free to contact us anytime to
arrange a visit and come see how our
genetics can work for you.

Boughbaron Titus 11T

Reg # 22724 DOB May 21, 2007

Ty is one of the best bulls we have raised to date, and is the combination
of the best genetics we have acquired in Sandrift and Brass Ring bloodlines. No other bull has thrown such volume, carcass, overall structure
and great disposition into our program.

Darcy & Candace Goodrich
Pure Country Stock Farm
Box 122, Rock Creek, BC Y0H 1Y0
Phone 250-446-2864 Email papagoodrich@yahoo.ca
www.purecountry.ca
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Eastern Galloway
Report

2014 was a great year for our Eastern
Galloways. Starting the year with the
Denver Stock Show, Suncrest, Sunrise,
Cranberry hill and Glenfiddich made
the 36 hour trip. The weather was
excellent, the cattle in show condition,
and the friendships strengthened. it
was nice to see familiar faces from the
west at the show.
The juniors showed at various
junior shows in the area, Junior Beef
Expo in London and Youth Forum
in Markham. Vicki Blake showed
Suncrest Apricot and Patti Blake
showed a crossbreed heifer named
tipsy. Shelby Mcilwraith showed
Glenfiddich Allison and a new
Galloway junior, Liam oDell showed
Glenfiddich Beyonce.
The Scott VanKampen Memorial class
featured Patti and Vicki Blake, Shelby
Mcilwraith, Liam hayden and hunter

o’Dell. Patti and her heifer were the
recipients of the plaque this year. Fall
fairs are attended by Suncrest, Sun
rise, Glenfiddich, Cedarmill,Killowent
and Geordawn Galloways. it is great
to be able to compete in All Breed
shows, and we do it well! Glenfiddich
Galloways was awarded the Breeders
herd award over seven other breeds at
Erin Fair.
A three day stint at the outdoor
Farm Show in Woodstock helps us
promote the cattle through education
and a display. A lot of school children
ranging in age from preschool to
university toured the oFS. it’s a great
way to get people familiar with the
cattle. People look for us every year
and we have been a constant over the
last eight years. Every year there is
one less beef display so maintaining
our presence is important... this also
stands true with the royal Winter
Fair. Since our show was cancelled, we
have maintained a booth and display.
A big thank you to the onufers and
Marie Blake and entourage for your
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dedication to our breed. The ECGA
was also well represented at the
Congress in Germany.
We have kept the same membership
numbers for the last few years. Sales of
cattle have been good in ontario.....we
are definitely sharing our passion with
the rest of the country!
As i close this, Christmas is just around
the corner and in a few short weeks,
a few of us from the province will
be making the pilgrimage to Denver
again. Best of luck to all, hoping that
your bull sales go well in the west....all
the best for 2015,
Ciaran Yool
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Biography:
Dr. Colin Palmer is an Associate Professor of Theriogenology (Animal Reproduction) at the
Western College of Veterinary Medicine. Originally from Nova Scotia, Dr. Palmer worked in
mixed practices in Ontario and British Columbia and has owned/operated a practice in
Saskatchewan. Dr. Palmer along with his wife Kim and children Lauren, Emily and Carter run a
herd of purebred Red Angus cattle under the KC Cattle Co. name.

Maximizing Opportunities in Today’s
Economy with Sound Herd Management
For the beef cow-calf producer the revenue side of the profitability
equation has two major components: pounds of calf weaned
and cull cows sold. Both income streams are seeing prices that
few of us thought were possible 5 years ago so why not take the
best possible advantage of these good times? Weaning a high
percentage of calves from cows exposed to bulls and at optimum
weaning weights are the two most important things you can do
maximize profitability!
Calf health and breeding related issues usually top my list of
common questions I am asked this time of year. Poor quality, late
born and certainly dead calves can have a significant effect on the
revenue side; especially this year. Many producers report having
a few to several sick calves over the late summer/ fall and are
concerned that they be about to experience a wreck at weaning,
or have had had wrecks in the past and want to know what to do
to prevent it happening again. On the breeding front it seems
that more and more producers are noticing a few cows cycling
very late in the season causing them to worry that a bull wasn’t
doing his job or that they have a sexually transmitted disease in
the herd.
Vaccinating young calves (2 to 4 months old) against respiratory
diseases at spring processing is becoming commonplace. If you
are not vaccinating calves and are treating depressed calves,
coughing and/ or nasal discharge during the summer grazing
period then you should definitely consider doing so. If your calf
health problems occur at weaning then consider vaccinating
calves 3 to 6 weeks prior to weaning to allow their immune
systems to respond adequately so as to prevent, or at least lessen,
the impact of a disease agent. Your vaccine program should
provide protection against Mannheimia (formerly Pasteurella)
haemolytica the bacteria responsible for the so-called shipping
fever pneumonia. Other agents that you should strongly consider
vaccinating against in your pre-weaning program include Bovine
Virus Diarrhea Virus (BVDV), Infectious Bovine Rhinotracheitis
(IBR), Bovine Respiratory Syncitial Virus (BRSV), Histophilus
somnus and, of course, the Clostridia (Blackleg) bacteria. There
are many good products available on the market; some are just
what you need all in a single shot. Certainly other things to keep
in mind are low stress weaning techniques including nose tags
(i.e. Quietwean®) and fence line weaning. The value of cattle has
increased many fold in comparison to the cost of our inputs this
year so I see no reason why a producer could not see a healthy
return from a sound vaccination and weaning program. Calves
that have been stricken with disease and recovered seldom
perform as well their healthy counterparts and represent a huge
loss of revenue.
Other considerations for your calves include growth implants,
deworming and creep feeding. There are many oral and topical
anti-parasiticals available. Most of us have fallen into the habit

of only using broad spectrum anti-parasiticals in the late fall to
kill lice, but research has shown that use of these products on
pastured cattle can pay big dividends in improved performance.
Probably even better returns than controlling lice. Again, factor in
the relatively low cost of these products in comparison with the
value of your product – the calves. Growth implants for calves
not intended as replacements have always made sense, but
these products have suffered unfairly due to negative publicity,
and in my opinion, producer apathy. You can bet pretty much bet
that those calves you sell will be implanted in the feedlot so why
not use this technology and reap some reward yourself. If you
can expect 20 to 25 pounds of extra gain in that calf isn’t an extra
40 to 50 dollars, or more, in your pocket worth the effort?
The low cost of feed grains combined with the high price of
cattle has been dubbed the “perfect storm” for our industry.
Calves easily outstrip what their mothers can supply within a
few months and need outside sources of energy and protein to
continue to grow. By late summer pasture quality has declined
and in many cases gain dwindles to less than 1.5 lbs per day
as we move into the fall when the potential to gain at least
2.5 pounds per day is there. Cow body condition also suffers;
especially, in heavy milkers jeopardizing future calf performance
and her breed back potential next year. At 6 cents per pound and
a feed conversion of 10:1 (feed to gain) it is easy to see that 60
cents worth of feed can return $2.25 per pound in calf gain. Take
out costs of the creep feeder etc. and you will see that it is still
easy to make a profit. Furthermore, calves started on feed will
have an easier time at weaning and should be healthier yielding
more potential profit.
Although bull power is usually the first consideration there are
many other reasons that cows may be seen in heat weeks or
months after the beginning of the breeding season. I usually like
to define the problem and that starts with pregnancy checking.
Guessing, fretting and checking bulls seldom provide the answer.
A bull that passes his breeding soundness check today may not
have passed 2 months ago. What about his ability to breed? Did
you actually see him serve cows? In many cases, a few cows
are late and were late calvers last year, or represent a single
management group e.g. newly purchased animals, 1st calvers,
old cows, and so on. Now once they have been identified further
investigation is possible. On the vast majority of operations,
nutrition - energy, protein, minerals and vitamins, is likely
responsible for more production loss than any infectious disease.
Recent evidence shows that many feeding programs fail to supply
adequate levels of trace minerals to support reproduction. Feed
testing and mineral supplementation definitely makes sense
when you think about it in terms of pounds of weaned calf. On
the flip side, if you sell off those open and late calvers you will be
well paid for them.
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WILLOW-MOR FARMS
Breeding Galloway Cattle since 1971

Blacks — Duns — Silvers — Belties
Breeding stock available at all times

• We select for hardiness, docility, and
performance
• On an all forage diet
• Ideal for the grass fed beef market

683 Norris Road
Devlin, Ontario. P0W 1C0
807-486-3622
gstahn@tbaytel.net

Thanks to our buyers and friends for their support.
—Tom & Shirley Morrish & Family
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Alberta Galloway Association
2014 Report
The board of directors and executive members were elected in February.
President:
Steve Schweer
Directors:
Vice President:
Brian Robertson
Treasurer:
Kolton Mueller

Harry Tensen
Dale Pederson
Clayton Berg
Jim King

Bonnie Schweer was appointed secretary.

ADVERTISING
In 2014 we concentrated on advertising in the Alberta 4-H Magazine. We were in the Spring 2014 edition and the Fall
2014 edition. We also put our “Get Galloway” advertising in the AGBA and the new CGA Advance. We will do 2 editions of the Galloway Gazette in 2015.
4-H
We had 8 applicants to the AGA 4-H program and awarded $1200. All information was forwarded to the CGA who
awarded $550 to the applicants. Visit our website for more information on the AGA 4-H program
SHOWS
Canadian Bull Congress Show - January 24th and 25th
The association raised $936.85 through a “Heifer - Guess the Weight” fundraiser and donated the proceeds to STARS.
Thank you to Dale Pederson for his generous heifer donation. There were a lot of visitors to the pen checking out the
heifers and calculating their best guess for a chance to win one of Dale’s heifers.
Farm Fair International - November 2015
All Breeds Category representing Galloways were 3 participants. Tri-R-Way Livestock was awarded Reserved Champion 2 year old Heifer with Calf at side, Reserved Champion Senior Female and Champion Heifer Calf. Future Farm
received 3rd place with their yearling heifer.
SALES
Genuine Genetics Bull Sale
Featuring Russell Horvey, Earl Jackson, Kolton Mueller and Tom Gorr.
Sale Report unavailable
Alberta Plaid Galloway Bull & Female Sale
Featuring Steve Schweer with Guest consignors Jim King, John Schweer, Brian Robertson and Dale Pederson.
CATEGORY
AVERAGE
Bred Heifers
$3350
Open Heifers
$1837
Commercial Open Heifers
$1275
2 year olds Bulls
$2654
Yearling Bulls
$2267
Commercial Yearling Bulls
$1788
Highest Selling Bull
$4500
Highest Selling Female
$3500
Genuine Genetics Fall Female Sale
Featuring Russell Horvey
Highest Selling Female
Average Sale

$3900
$2983

The AGA is hosting the 2015 CGA Annual Meeting.
We will be sending out accommodation and itinerary information soon.
We hope to see you all visit us in Alberta

www.albertagalloway.ca
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e know that not every animal coming through the
packers’ doors is ideal. Some cattle will have horns
that need to be cut off, or extra mud on the hide 		
that slows down the processing line. Some
carcasses will have too much fat cover, be bruised, or have
lesions where injections were given - all of which require
manual trimming.
The more work needed to prepare a carcass for the cooler,
the less valuable it is.
	Imagine if we knew how often each of the various carcass
defects occurred and how costly each of them is. With that
information, we as an industry could work to reduce them,
starting with the highest priority. We could also check over
time to see if those efforts were working. That’s what the
National Beef Quality Audit (NBQA) does.
The NBQA is a study led by the Beef Cattle Research
Council (BCRC) and the Canadian Cattlemen’s Association,
and is funded primarily by the National Check-off and Canada’s
Beef Science Cluster. It periodically measures the quality of
Canadian beef by looking at random carcasses from all classes
of cattle in eastern and western Canadian packing plant coolers
to measure the incidence and severity of defects. The economic
impact or the cost to the industry of each is estimated.The
NBQA also asks consumers about their eating satisfaction of
various beef cuts.
The results allow us to see where the Canadian beef
industry is making improvements on carcass quality, and where
we need to focus our efforts next.
The NBQA was first undertaken in 1995 and provided
a benchmark against which future audits were measured.
Subsequent audits were conducted in 1999 and 2011. Another is
currently underway, with results expected in 2018.
The results of the latest audit show that significant
improvements have been made in a number of areas.
The 1999 audit found that 50% of fed cattle carcasses
had one or more bruise. That dropped to 34% by 2011. The
severity of bruising in fed cattle remained consistent: 72%
of bruises were minor, which means about 0.66 pounds of
trim was required; 24% of bruises were major and required

approximately 1.5 pounds of trim; and 3.8% were critical,
resulting in over 3.2 pounds of trim. The industry lost $2.10/
head or $6.7 million total (fed and non-fed combined) due to
bruises on carcasses in 2011.
Bruises can be prevented or minimized by using non-slip
flooring in all cattle handling areas and transport trailers, by
ensuring smooth surfaces on all handling equipment, and by
working cattle calmly and quietly. Remember that temperament
is heritable, so it’s best to cull wild cows and their daughters,
and to dehorn animals early.
The incidence of horns has also decreased. In 1999, 70% of
fed cattle had no horns; that improved to 88% in 2011. Horns
cause economic losses from bruising, head condemnations,
and extra labor in the packing plant, which can be prevented
through the use of polled bulls in breeding programs or by
properly dehorning cattle at an early age.
Fed cattle with one or more brands decreased from 25% to
9%, and multiple brands were observed on less than 0.1% of
fed cattle in the latest audit, down from more than 8% in 1999.
Hide damage from brands accounted for a loss $2.8 million
total (fed and non-fed combined) to the industry in 2011.
Among other carcass quality improvements is consumer
satisfaction. Measures of juiciness, tenderness and flavour each
improved 8-12%.
	One area the industry is losing ground on is liver defects.
The 1999 audit found that 76% of livers in fed cattle were
suitable for human consumption. That dropped to 69% in
2011, and is estimated to have cost the industry $30 million
that year. Research is currently underway to better understand
and prevent liver defects. Feedlot operators are encouraged to
work with a generalized nutritionalist to develop good feed
management and ration change practices that prevent grain
overload.
The BCRC recently released an engaging 6-minute video
about the NBQA. In it you’ll hear the perspectives of a few of
the leaders in our industry, including one of the major packers.
Find the video and much more information on Canadian
beef carcass quality, including tips to prevent defects, at
www.beefresearch.ca/NBQA
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Galloway
For Sale

Heifers
These angels
are easy
doing,
great
functional
heifers
that can fit
anyone’s
program.

Whispering Wind Galloways
Breeding
Red and Black
Galloway Cattle

I would like to THANK all those involved in my
program + the Canadian Galloway Association
& the Alberta Galloway Association
for their support towards 4-H.

For More Information Contact:

Ward Marshall

futureal@telusplanet.net

403-227-2594

Jon Lendvoy
& Kelly Worthington
PO Box 3538
Carstairs, Alberta
(403) 701-5506 kellyworthington@shaw.ca
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